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The Conditions for Just War Theory to Function as A Norm
gk = ( FRIEAREREK )

As known, Just War Theory has been developed to provide a doctrine for states to act the justifiable
way in potential conflict situation. The theory is not only accepted in academia but also in practice
because some politicians in Western countries, such as Tony Blair and Michael Ignatieff, adopted the
theory when deciding to participate in actual international military operations targeting the abolition
of international armed attacks. While politicians in Western countries adopt the normative principles
of Just War Theory when deciding to conduct international military operations, scholars, such as
Michael Walzer and Larry May, have reviewed the governmental decisions to launch international
military operations under the normative principles of Just War Theory to develop a theory that is
applicable to the practice. Thus, Just War Theory has played an important role for politicians when
engaging in international military operations and for scholars when evaluating the government

decision on participating in international military operations.

While politicians in Western countries, in common with scholars, have focused on Just War
Theory when forming policy for international military operations to maintain international peace and
security, the politicians and governmental officials in Japan seemingly had difficulties with accepting
the 1dea of Just War Theory because of two different reasons. One is that they had never heard of Just
War Theory, and the other is that they believed strengthening the relationship with the United States
1s more important than adopting the theory because Japan has not fully independent from the United
States. This research finding bring to the conclusion that the principles of Just War Theory have not
seemingly functioned as a norm or doctrine, particularly in Japan, although they are shared among

the scholars and politicians in Western countries.

Based on the findings from the previous research, this presentation would like to shed a
light on the condition for Just War Theory to function as a norm or doctrine in Japan. By clarifying the
conditions, Just War Theory would be functioned as a norm or doctrine in Japan as it has been in the

Western countries.
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